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NINGALOO WORLD HERITAGE SITE — SHARK TOURISM 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.07 am]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house of whale shark tourism operations in the Ningaloo World Heritage area, and how the 
government is protecting this fantastic species. The Ningaloo region is recognised around the world as a hotspot 
for whale shark interaction and as a world’s best practice model for successful nature-based tourism. Having 
recently travelled to Exmouth, where I met with the shire as well as tour operators, I would like to update the 
house on the whale shark tourism industry and how it is being sustainably managed. It is important to facilitate 
whale shark tourism opportunities in a sustainable way that ensures that the species is protected and also 
guarantees the continued prosperity of the tour operations into the future. This industry is vitally important to the 
Exmouth community. The Department of Parks and Wildlife licenses whale shark tourism operators to ensure 
that protection. It also provides community education and conducts collaborative research and monitoring. 
Currently, there are 15 licences, 12 of which operate out of Exmouth and three out of Coral Bay. Parks and 
Wildlife works very closely with the licensed operators, providing training and support, as well as ensuring that 
licence conditions are complied with. Operators provide data back to the department on whale shark interactions, 
which assists in research and monitoring. 

In the 2014–15 financial year, there were 1 052 tours with more than 18 500 passengers, which was slightly 
fewer than the previous year when there were 1 128 tours and around 19 250 passengers. The trend we are seeing 
over the past couple of years is that passenger numbers are slightly down because the sharks are leaving the area 
earlier, which is likely due to El Niño ocean conditions. However, during the peak months of April, May and 
June, passenger numbers are continuing to grow. Whale shark tourism contributes millions of dollars to the 
Exmouth economy every year, and as long as the management framework remains in place, this will continue to 
grow. I can assure the house that the Ningaloo whale shark population is being maintained and supported by the 
management of a world-class and sustainable tourism industry, which is continuing to provide economic benefits 
to the local community and also to increase appreciation and understanding of this magnificent species. 
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